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 Delta Kappa Gamma Mission ~ The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes        
                      professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.  
                                           Delta Kappa Gamma Vision ~ Leading women educators         
                                impacting education worldwide.  

 

Donna’s Dialogue 
By:  President Donna Anderson 

Welcome back to school 

time!!!!  
 I hope you had a restful 

summer. My summer did not go as 

planned. I was at the hospital with 

my mother while Convention hap-

pened in McAllen where Janie, Cheryl, and Sharon were 

able to attend. I am looking      forward to hearing more 

about their trip at our next meeting. 

  I am excited about the 

upcoming year in Gamma Eta. 

Janie and her committee have 

planned awesome programs. 

You are not going to want to 

miss any of them!! See you in 

September!! 
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 Here is the skit as portrayed by Gamma Eta Sisters:  Delta Kappa Gamma Founders Day*Remix 

Vicki (Intro): We have come together tonight in honor of our Founders, those women who had a vision for 
the future.  Today Delta Kappa Gamma functions, now globally, thanks to the efforts and collaboration of at 
least eleven women educators in a time when women’s opportunities and even expectations were limited. 
These women, however, rose above those limitations and created a lasting organization focused on bettering 

educational experiences today.  Those names we recognize today as our founders are: Dr. Annie Webb 
Blanton (1870-1945),  Mamie Sue Bastian ((1875-1946), Ruby Cole (1885-1940), Mabel Grizzard (1888-
1968), Dr. Anna Hiss (1892-1972), Ray King (1888-1979), Sue King (1886-1930), Dr. Helen Koch (1895-
1977), Ruby Terrill Lomax (1886-1961), Dr. Cora M. Martin (1884-1965), Lalia M. Odom (1874-1964), 
Lela Lee Williams (1883-1971). 
 Now, let’s take a trip! Let’s go back to the year, 1930, April.  Remember back to Vivian’s program 

that  reminded us what our country had been through in those years, the Stock Market crash, the Great Depression, Dust Bowl, poverty, and grow-
ing concerns of education. Our founders lived and worked during those years. How did they react to those events? How did they weather the 
storms of their time?   

 For our Founders, life went on because there were no stopping places in life. One thing that could help a woman armor herself for the 
world might have been something as simple as her hat. A woman during those days most often wore a hat to meetings and other official functions. 
She may have just come in from the garden or the field, like me tonight, or from wiping the tears of a student with an apron.   Then she freshened 
up a bit, donned her persevering attitude and reliable hat, and rushed off to chapter meetings of Delta Kappa Gamma.  Although these founders 
served in different DKG local chapters, let’s imagine they, like us, met in a chapter meeting in April 1930.  So if you have one with you, put on 
your DKG Time Machine Hat…here we go! 

***************************************** 
Founding DKG sisters are seated and prepared for a meeting. All are busily visiting, fanning to cool the warm April evening, as President Annie 

Blanton calls meeting order. 
Dr. Blanton: DKG Sisters, I call this meeting to order. Isn’t it good to be here tonight although it IS a warm one? Thank you so much, Mamie Sue 
(Bastian), for your everlasting optimism and for providing the iced cold lemonade, what a treat! You always know just how to keep us looking on 
the bright side…you are a dear to us all.  
Mamie Sue Bastian: (chattering)   Oh, it was nothing…really. One of my students brought me a sack of lemons last Friday, fresh from South 
Texas. I’ve been up to my ears in lemons…lemon juice, lemon meringue pies, lemon marmalade, and have loved every minute of it ! My, my, I 
never know what’s going to show up, but my goodness, it always comes out in the wash. Isn’t life just amazing? I was just tel ling Lela Lee 
(Williams) that I think next, I’ll try making a lem….(interrupted by Dr. Blanton) 

Dr. Blanton: (Interrupts Mamie Sue) Er, yes, well then, Mamie Sue…that’s just fine…Now then, are there any concerns or communications we 
need to discuss? 
Ray King:  My sister, Sue, as you know has suffered with her illness for many years. She was so excited to return to teaching last September after 
a yearlong recovery. She hopes to return to our meetings by next fall, and she sends her regards to everyone. 
Dr. Blanton: Yes, we are glad to hear she is faring well now, and we look forward to her return to us in September. Be sure to take her a glass of 
Mamie Sue’s delicious lemonade, won’t you? 
Now then, is there any other concern? 
Ruby Cole:  Yes, Dr. Blanton. I want you all to know how much families in our community appreciate the supplies we gave them last month. My 

goodness, they had next to nothing, and the food items, utensils, toiletries, clothing, and shoes we took them brought tears of joy and smiles to their 
faces. Many had traveled by foot to get there, and they were in great need. They are still in need of jobs, as you know, but helping with their basic 
needs can help them keep on going west to find work, we hope. Everyone needs hope, and we Delta Kappa Gamma sisters can be just that, the 
hand of hope to others. Even the children loved the books, paper, colored pencils, and sock puppets you all contributed in the Treasure Boxes we 
assembled last month. Thanks to everyone! 
Mabel Grizzard: Dr. Blanton, let me add that the Orphans Home of Corsicana where I once taught simply cheered when the children discovered 
the Treasure Boxes we sent there. Their sweet eyes just lit with glee as they looked on the goodies. Why, I had tears of joy,  too! 
Dr. Blanton:  How wonderful to hear such good news! It’s the least we can do to bring some normalcy to people’s lives, especially to those of 
children. Dr. Koch, would you have any ideas how we can improve lives in other ways?  With your background in psychology, we would appreci-

ate your ideas. 
Dr. Helen Koch: Thank you, Dr. Blanton. Why, I suppose that interacting with those in need is important as they already may feel outcast from 
normal day to day life, with no jobs, community connections etc. I have an idea…perhaps we could bring them here on a monthly basis for a cov-
ered dish meal, quilting, or other handiwork activities…a social of sorts, where we could also tend the children’s education a bit. We could make 
sure the children are enrolled in school and support their after school needs, as well. 
All members turn to each other, nodding, and murmuring agreements and whispers. 
Lalia M. Odom: Dr. Blanton, I make a motion that we organize an outreach as suggested by Dr. Koch this summer, so that by fall, we can help the 
area children’s physical and educational needs. I’m so excited just thinking about it! Just imagine if you were in their shoes, how uplifting it would 

feel to know someone really cares to share learning music or math or other subjects with the children. 
Dr. Blanton: Thank you, Lalia. I know you would be of great use in your areas of Music and Mathematics.  Do I hear a second? 
Dr. Cora Martin: Having taught at Munday and Paducah, I know that we are needed by families and children, and I gladly second the motion that 
we conduct an outreach to our neighbors’ and migrants’ lives and share hope with them. 
Lela Lee Williams:  Dr. Blanton, I believe we can be an effective ambassador of hope in these poverty stricken times. With my connections to the 
Texas State Teachers Association and to the Dallas School District, I estimate that we can raise funds and supplies for this endeavor. Please list me 
as a committee member for this project. See me after our meal, and we will get started. 
Ruby Terrill Lomax: Lela, be sure to count me in. I know of a good number of businesses and merchants  who will gladly provide supplies for us. 
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Gamma Eta members met at Patton 
Springs School for a fun filled May 
evening together. Celebrating Founders’ 
Day,  members  participated in bringing 

and wearing hats from the past and 
performing as Delta Kappa Gamma 
founders in an original skit written by 
the facilitator, Vicki Sellers. Lots of 

laughs and fun were had, and delicious 
food provided by Patton. Thanks to 
everyone for a great year together! 



 

 

In fact, through my associations with the YMCA and the Daughters of the American Revolution, I know of their generous offers to help the needy. 
The YMCA could provide us with athletic equipment like bats, baseballs, and basketballs. 
Dr. Blanton: Thank you, ladies. Lela, you said the word project. I think you have something with that word. We Delta Kappa Gamma members 
can work together in a variety of ways in projects to improve our lives and growth, as well as impact education. Remember the  Delta Kappa 

Gamma Mission ~ The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence 
in education AND the Delta Kappa Gamma Vision ~ Leading women educators, impacting education worldwide.  Through our activities and pro-
jects, however large or small, we can plant seeds that will blossom in the future, in the lives of educators, students, and their families, and these 
seeds will develop into giant trees that will endure any storm.  
Dr. Anna Hiss: Girls, this sounds great! Because I am in Austin, I am handy to many State organizations and can recruit support for our efforts. 
Also, you know I am a Physical Education teacher, and I assure you what a difference exercise and team events can make in a child’s life. Also, 
let’s not forget how local baseball teams can bring people together. I am ready to get started, Dr. Blanton, so just tell me where and when and let’s 
go!!! 

Dr. Blanton:  Well, then…all in favor, raise your hand. (pause)     All opposed, raise yours. (pause) Let the record show that this chapter has 
unanimously agreed that we will organize a community outreach project, ready to go next September.  
If there is no other business, I would like to begin our program titled, “Delta Kappa Gamma: A Visit to the Future”… 

********************************************** 
Vicki (Closing): Did everyone make it back to 2011? All hats intact?  
Until I did a bit of research and imagined our founders as real women, not just as figureheads or DKG icons, I had overlooked the reality of their 
visions and efforts. Aren’t we fortunate to be part of such a beneficial and meaningful organization, now as one that has reached out to each other 
and outward to others, regardless of economic or ethnic classifications? We have a connection to past DKG members and to worldwide DKG 

members. We also have a responsibility to think and act creatively through projects that demonstrate our Mission and Vision, “to promote profes-
sional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education… impacting education worldwide.” 
Now as we close, let’s envision DKG in another future generation. How similar will those DKG leaders be to ours now? What difficulties and chal-
lenges will they face? How will those members embrace and relate to their communities? Let’s ask ourselves, “What can we do now to honor our 
founders’ efforts of the past?  What can we do to ensure the future of DKG chapters?” We must ask, “What will we do now?” 
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By the Way… 
Gamma Eta now is being 

publicized through a     

super brochure that 

Cheryl Hindman com-

posed. To anyone  inter-

ested or to potential mem-

bers, the brochure explains 

who we are and our pur-

pose. In addition, it  pro-

vides readers with our 

names and email ad-

dresses, as well as identifies 

our officers. Take a look! Cheryl did a 

great job on our very first Gamma 

Eta   brochure!  Thanks, Cheryl! 

DELTA KAPPA GAMMA CONVENTION: June in McAllen, Texas 
 Three of our chapter members journeyed to McAllen in June, 

Sharon McDougle, Janie Wigley, and Cheryl Hindman.  Our president, Donna 
Anderson, was unable to make the trip at the last moment due to family 
concerns. The convention was wonderful, everything went very smoothly 
and safely.  The host members outdid themselves by having several sideline 

activities available at the convention center during the convention to give 
everyone lots to do, they had entertainment, vendors, an ongoing Guess 
which founder I am” game that was fun to see and to participate in.  
 If you have never been to a state convention or have not been in 

awhile you would be surprised at how many business items are handled and 
how quickly and effectively they are handled now.  Many of these changes 
are excellent.  Some new levels of recognition were added this year, more 
about that at our chapter meeting on Monday.   

 Being that close to the coast of Texas we did enjoy a crab boil 
one evening and were pleasantly surprised as the manager joined us at the 
table, not to eat, but we did have a fun visit.  Guess he likes giddy young 
women???  It is always fun to see who all you know and to meet new friends 

at convention.  There is a slide show available on the TSO website.  If you 
have not checked there recently, they offer many services through that 
website.  Check it out!!! ...Cheryl Hindman 

 

Minutes of the May 2011 Meeting of Gamma Eta      By Lindy Stafford (& Vicki Sellers) 
 Our Gamma Eta Chapter meeting brought lots of smiles to all members’ faces. Lindy emailed the minutes to 
Vicki, but through the wonders of digital media, that email has been lost. Therefore, we will do our best to recall the events 
of the evening.  
 To celebrate our Delta Kappa Gamma founders, members brought women’s hats from yesteryear.  First, everyone 
enjoyed the most delicious entrees and decadent desserts for our chapter finale for 2010-2011 year. Bravo to Patton 
Springs for your wonderful hospitality and great meal! Following the dinner, members shared hats, tried on the variety of 
colorful and unique ones, and generally had much fun “playing dressups” like many had done as children. Hah! Then Vicki 
Sellers introduced the original skit in which Delta Kappa Gamma founders were portrayed by Gamma Eta members. 
Meeting together in one “founding group,” our actors played their parts well, enhanced by their costumes of hat and 
gloves of the day. Through this skit, GE members gained insight into the dedication, goals, and personalities of the found-
ing members to whom we owe our gratitude for today’s Delta Kappa Gamma organization.  
 Sharing  joys and concerns, discussing potential projects, and planning the trip to Convention, Gamma Eta    
members wished each other well for a super summer, and adjourned with the singing of the favorite song of our founders. 



 

 

REMEMBER:  
 

DUES are DUE 

right away! 

Bring your 

money to 

Sharon at our next meeting 

or mail to her asap...they 

are due by October 

28th...thanks! 

The Gamma Eta Newsletter  is 
produced monthly September through 
May and is available to membership and 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society Interna-
tional in digital or print form. Please 
address any comments or inquiries to: 
 

Gamma Eta Newsletter   
Editor, Vicki Sellers 

915 17th. Street 
Ralls, TX 79357 

806 253 0215 home  
806 786 7105 cell 

 vickis@crosbyton.k12.tx.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T  

FORGET  

to           

wear           

your 

pin  

to                 

each              

meeting!  

 

 

Gamma Eta News  
 

 Our  Condolences to… 

Brenda Karr who lost her beloved husband since we last 

met. She had kept us updated us on his health issues, and 

now we want Brenda and family to know we will continue 
to pray for them as they recover from this great loss. 

 

 Our Sympathy to… 
Vicki Sellers in the loss of her dear mother, Wanda June 

Cates, who passed away from her fight against cancer last 

July.  
 

 Our Continued Hopes for… 

Chelsea Read and husband, Truitt, who both are recovering 

from illnesses. Chelsea continues to amaze everyone as she 
works out on her ten mile daily underwater treadmill. 

Wow! Truitt is in rehab. Keep up the good work, you two! 

 

 Our Thoughts and Prayers to… 

Donna’s mother who is facing health challenges. She    

began chemo this summer, and we certainly include her in 
our prayers for strength and perseverance. 

 

 Our Congratulations to… 

Cristy McClenny who is a grandmother for the first time. 

Madison McClenny was born in June to Reagan and 

Stephanie. In addition, Cristy’s June was busy with her 

daughter, Machaia’s wedding at the beginning of June. 

Wowee, Cristy...what a busy month for you!!!  

 Our GO-GETTUM’ to… 

Janie Wigley and Sharon McDougle who are now on State 

level committees. Also, we wish the best to Cheryl     
Hindman, our new Area Coordinator.  

 

 Our Need for News to… 

All of you Gamma Eta members who may have recently 
retired. We need to know who you are, what plans you 

have, your favorite school memory, and your new email 

addresses since leaving school.  
 
 

 Our Congrats to… 

Cheryl Hindman who has completed her Educational    
Diagnostician Certification. Three cheers for Cheryl! 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY TO…    
 

our Gamma Eta  
  SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAY  
WOMAN! 

 
~Brenda Karr~ 

NOTE TO ALL: 
What a super time we will share together this year! Each day we face will bring new adventures, as well as challenges. Fortu-

nately, we all have each other to brighten days and bring joy and laughter to our lives. While I have looked forward to this first 

meeting of our new season, I regret that I will not be able to attend. My husband, myself, two brothers, and their wives are in 

the middle of preparing my mother’s house for sale, and I will be in Grand Prairie during our September meeting. We hope to 

have it on the market by October 1, and soon after, hopefully, we will be able to move on forward. I thank you all for your 

beautiful DKG rose in honor of my sweet mother. I will look to you all and already appreciate your support as I struggle 

through losing my mother. Such a rock, a woman of strong faith, she is still with me, and as I shared you all with her, I look 

forward to our continued friendship and sisterhood.  

       Thank you all, Gamma Eta Sisters!...Vicki 


